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1 Aim of the EuFooD-STA Centre (eFSC) 
 

The “European Food Studies & Training Alliance” EuFooD-STA project aims to establish the 

EuFooD-STA Centre to reduce the gap between the food industry and the academic sector, 

establishing and providing a frame to foster collaborations. In order to guarantee the fast target 

oriented and efficient exchange of information, content and communication this centre is being 

developed, set up and maintained over the entire project term by the University of Hohenheim 

(UHOH).  

 

The EuFooD-STA Centre is an independent, self-sustainable administration office, maintaining a 

virtual platform for local hubs in different European countries (Austria, France, Germany, 

Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain and United Kingdom) for international and sustainable 

collaborations between industry, academia and other key stakeholders in the food sector.  

 

This centre will be a domiciled entity in Germany acting as a maintenance and administration 

office for the cluster. After project end IFA will take care on the maintenance and 

administration of the Centre in cooperation with UHOH. 

2 Tasks of the EuFooD-STA Centre (eFSC) 
 

The EuFooD-STA Centre identifies the needs of the food industry and educational and training 

organisations to guarantee the best possible education and training for students, teachers, 

trainers and food professionals. The centre will enable and support knowledge and best 

practice exchange between the stakeholders. The online platform (EuFooD-STA web platform, 

D2.4) supports the EuFooD-STA Centre with: 

 

 A permanent needs monitoring tool 

 A database on expertise 

 An interactive mobility system 

 An e-learning platform with a learning and content management system for online 

courses, a system to organize webinars and a digital library with teaching material and 

best practices for application of new teaching methods 

 

The main tasks of the EuFooD-STA Centre are: 
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2.1 Continuous identification of needs 

To increase the competitiveness of the European Food Industry, it is essential to know and 

identify the current needs and demands (e.g. R&D, innovation, etc.), including personal skill 

requirements in the food job market. Needs from food industry and other possible employers 

are collected using the continuous needs monitoring system (Deliverable 2.6), implemented at 

the EuFooD-STA website (www.food-sta@eu). The core of this system is a web database, based 

on the questionnaire developed in WP1 for the identification of needs of the food industry and 

containing the data collected by WP1. The questionnaire is available in different languages 

(English, German, Italian, French, Portuguese, Spanish and Greek). Registered stakeholders can 

fill in the online questionnaire. Optional word documents of the questionnaire will also be 

available in different languages to be downloaded and returned to the eFSC.  

 

Additionally, the local hubs established in Austria, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, 

Spain and United Kingdom, are supporting the collection of needs/demand of companies of the 

food sector. The local hubs have distributed by email the translated questionnaire to national 

companies of the food sector and will repeat this from time to time. Additionally, during their 

activities with local stakeholders (e.g. participation in workshops, conferences, national fairs, 

meetings, etc.), the local hubs are collecting additional needs and will insert this into the 

database.  

 

All needs/demands collected are included in the needs data base. This information is only 

available at the EuFooD-STA website for eFSC members. 

2.2 Development of certification schemes and CPD (Continuous Professional 

Development) training  

Based on the identified needs several certification schemes will be developed within the 

project (WP 3). CPD training (workshops, e-learning courses, webinars etc.) will be developed 

and managed to improve industry-oriented professional skills of HE-teachers and science and 

technology skills of industry professionals.  

2.3 Administration of the qualification/certification of study programmes, CPD 

trainings and professions at European level 

The main EuFooD-STA Centre will administer the qualification/certification of study 

programmes, CPD trainings and professions, by managing applications, organizing the 

qualification/certification process, issuing certificates, handling fees and reimbursements and 

record keeping. 

http://www.food-sta@eu/
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2.4 Coordination of internships at European level 

The EuFooD-STA website includes a mobility database for exchange of students and staff 

between food industry and universities, e.g. internship, short term scientific missions. Local 

hubs are supporting the collection of mobility opportunities at national level to be included in 

the database. Additionally registered users (user and password) can fill in online data for  

 

offered internships. Alternatively word templates can be downloaded to be filled in and 

returned by email to the secretary of the eFSC.  

 

There are 2 different types of databases:  

(1) Institutions offering exchange positions to students/staff 

(2) Candidate (students/staff) who are looking for exchange 

2.5 Coordination of information exchange within the EuFooD-STA network 

The eFSC members will be regularly contacted by email to ensure that all network members 

receive the most relevant information and they are working in a coordinated way, for example, 

supporting the implementation of the different tools and databases in the webplatform with 

inputs and further information.  

 

Additionally online meetings will be organized periodically (monthly) and all network members 

will have the opportunity to discuss about future activities and to exchange information. 

2.6 Dissemination 

The eFSC disseminates its activities in conferences, workshops and relevant events in Europe as 

well as by email, newsletters and postings in social media. Posters and flyers with general 

information about the project have been prepared in English (WP 8). Translated versions will be 

used by the local hubs to disseminate and promote the EuFooD-STA centre between 

stakeholders at national level, involving new food companies and Universities into the EuFooD-

STA Network. All communication & dissemination activities carried out by the local hubs will be 

reported continuously to the central hub using an online excel sheet with information on the 

type of activity, location, reach out etc. 

2.7 Acquisition of new members 

New members (Food Industry, Authorities, research centers, professional associations, Training 

providers, equipment suppliers, retailers, etc. and Universities) are invited to join the EuFooD-

STA centre. The Membership is free of charge, rights and duties of the members will be public 

available at the website (https://www.food-sta.eu/gr/efsc-member/register). New members 

will not receive any EU-funding from the project due to the Erasmus+ funding rules. University  

https://www.food-sta.eu/gr/efsc-member/register
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members will only be accepted when they bring in minimum 2 non-university members. New 

members have to fill in an online application form (https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc-

member/register). Decision is taken by the Director and Vice Director of the eFSC. In case of 

approval, the account of the new member will be activated by an administrator and the 

applicant will be automatically informed about acceptance or rejection. 

3 Structure of the EuFooD-STA Centre (eFSC) 
The independent eFSC consists of the central information hub (UHOH, Germany) linked to local 

hubs in Austria, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain and United Kingdom with the 

eFSC members. 

 

The following organigram and map will be available in the EuFooD-STA website:  

 

 
* At least two contact people for each hub 

 

 
 

https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc-member/register
https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc-member/register
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4  Update  
 

This update section includes an overview of the implemented tasks and activities of the eFSC 

from M12 to M35.  

 

 EuFooD-STA website and local hub sub-sites: 

 

The eFSC continued with its tasks (listed in section 2) with the support of the online platform 

(EuFooD-STA web platform, D2.4). For this purpose, a dedicated site within the EuFooD-STA 

web platform was established. As it can be seen in Figure 1, the eFSC site shows the main 

objective and the aims of the centre, the relevant contact information, and also links the tasks 

of the centre to the 8 different local hubs.  

 

 

 

Figure 1. Screenshot of the EuFooD-STA Centre site 
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Each local hub counts with its dedicated sub-site in the corresponding national language, 

including the general information also in English. The different local hub sites can be reached 

clicking directly in the corresponding country in the map, or selecting it from the scroll-down 

menu (Figure 2). 

 

  

Figure 2. Screenshot of the access of the 8 local hub sites  

 

All local hub sub-sites include the following sections and functionalities: 

 

- News/event section: with relevant information for food industry and academia at national 

level (e.g. news, workshops, conferences, etc.) 

- Dissemination material: EuFooD-STA flyer and poster in the national language to be 

downloaded 

- EuFooD-STA video: Video with general information related to the project for dissemination 

purposes. This video, developed in WP8 (dissemination), has been translated to the different 

national languages. All videos can be seen in the EuFooD-STA youtube channel 

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-zYsCKACSKx-HfGOfy77YQ/videos) 

- Job offer database: Database with the current job offers in the food sector for the 

corresponding country 

 

As example, Figure 3 shows the German local hub sub-site with its different sections and 

functionalities.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-zYsCKACSKx-HfGOfy77YQ/videos


 

D2.3: EuFooD-STA Centre   Page 9 of 14 

 

 

Figure 3. German local hub sub-site 
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 Events 

 

In the frame of the eFSC, many events, webinars, trainings, workshops, and physical and/or 

online meetings have been held by WP2 (Establishment of the EuFooD-STA Centre), WP3 

(Continuous Professional Development), WP4 (Food Study Programmes), WP5 (Innovative 

Teaching Methods and Tools), WP8 (Dissemination & Exploitation) and WP9 (Project 

Management). The complete list of events can be seen in the EuFooD-STA web platform 

(https://www.food-sta.eu/events-view). Figure 4 presents a list of upcoming and past events. 

Clicking on the title of each event, more detailed information (e.g. overview information, 

participants, agenda, videos, etc.) of the corresponding activity is shown.   

 

 

Figure 4. Screenshot of the eFSC events 

 

 

 

https://www.food-sta.eu/events-view
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 Continuous identification of needs: 

 

Needs from food industry and other possible employers have been collected by the eFSC using 

the continuous needs monitoring system (Deliverable 2.6), implemented at the EuFooD-STA 

website (www.food-sta@eu). The questionnaire is available in different languages (English, 

German, Italian, French, Portuguese, Spanish and Greek). Additionally, the local hubs 

established in Austria, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain and United Kingdom, 

also supported the collection of needs/demand of companies of the food sector.  

 

All needs/demands collected are included in a document available as a pdf in the continuous 

needs monitoring system (https://www.food-sta.eu/needs_monitoring_intro).  

 

 Acquisition of new members: 

 

New members (Food Industry, research centers, professional associations and Universities) 

have been incorporated into the eFSC. The Membership was free of charge, rights and duties of 

the members are public available at the website https://www.food-sta.eu/gr/efsc-

member/register. These new members did not receive any EU-funding from the project due to 

the Erasmus+ funding rules. The online application form (https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc-

member/register) is still open for additional members. Figure 5 shows the current members of 

the eFSC.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. eFSC members 

http://www.food-sta@eu/
https://www.food-sta.eu/needs_monitoring_intro
https://www.food-sta.eu/gr/efsc-member/register
https://www.food-sta.eu/gr/efsc-member/register
https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc-member/register
https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc-member/register
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Together with the official EuFooD-STA partners and associated partners (21), the eFSC includes 

the following 13 new members: 

 

1. Academia/Universities 

- Alexander Technological Educational Institute, Department of Food Technology (Greece) 

- Cyprus University of Technology (Cyprus) 

- PBF - Faculty of food technology and biotechnology, University of Zagreb (Croatia) 

- OSIS - Omsk State Institute of Service (Russland) 

- University of Murcia (Spain) 

 

2. Food companies 

 

- ALGAplus (Portugal) 

- Dancake (Portugal) 

- ICI&LA (France) 

- iSi (Austria) 

- AnaVita Naturkost GmbH (Germany) 

- Natural Food Additives G.P. (Greece) 

 

3. Multiplier organisations and training providers 

 

- CEBAS-CSIC – Centro de Edafología y Biología Aplicada del Segura (Spain) 

- IFST – Institute of Food Science + Technology (UK) 

 

  Coordination of internships at European level: 

 

The eFSC established a mobility database in the EuFooD-STA website (https://www.food-

sta.eu/mobility) for exchange of students and staff between food industry and universities, e.g. 

internship, short term scientific missions. Local hubs supported the collection of mobility 

opportunities at national level, to be included in the database. Additionally registered users can 

fill in online data for offered internships. More detailed information regarding this online tool is 

provided in the updated version of D2.4. “EuFooD-STA Web Platform”.  

 

 Dissemination: 

 

 

https://www.food-sta.eu/mobility
https://www.food-sta.eu/mobility
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The eFSC has disseminated its activities in Conferences/Congresses (e.g. 4th International ISEKI 

Food Conference (Vienna, Austria, 6-8 July 2016), 18th IUFoST World Congress of Food Science 

and Technology (Dublin, Ireland, 21-25 August 2016), 30th EFFoST International Conference 

(Vienna, Austria, 28-30 November 2016), workshops and relevant events in Europe as well as 

by email, newsletters and postings in social media, see Figures 6, 7 and 8 

(https://www.facebook.com/eufoodsta/, https://twitter.com/eufood_sta, 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-zYsCKACSKx-HfGOfy77YQ). A video with general 

information about the project has been prepared in Portuguese (WP 8). Translated versions 

were prepared by the local hubs to disseminate and promote the EuFooD-STA centre between 

stakeholders at national level, involving new food companies and Universities into the EuFooD-

STA Network.  

 

 

Figure 6. EuFooD-STA facebook site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/eufoodsta/
https://twitter.com/eufood_sta
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-zYsCKACSKx-HfGOfy77YQ
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Figure 7. EuFooD-STA twitter account 

 

 

 

Figure 8. EuFooD-STA youtube channel 


