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Introduction

To reduce the gap between the EU food industry and the academic sector by establishing and
providing a frame to foster the collaboration between them, the “European Food Studies &
Training Alliance” project (EuFooD-STA) will implement the EuFooD-STA Centre (eFSC), a
platform with physical hubs, to support the framing of the overall trainings (CPD trainings, elearning, webinars, HE courses, etc.) and alliance scheme within the project.
The University of Hohenheim (UHOH) will act as the central administration office for the
EuFooD-STA information hub during the project, being its main aim to guarantee a fast and
efficient target-oriented exchange of information and flux of contents between the partners.
In order to be able to increase the interaction among the network partners and the impact of
the eFSC on the potential interested parties at national level, 8 EuFooD-STA centre hubs have
been set in the following countries: Austria, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain and
United Kingdom (Figure 1).
For the eFSC specific tasks and activities have been defined; a dedicated section of the project
website will be implemented by including dedicated e-pages to the regional EuFooD-STA
centres.
The EUFooD-STA project partners will hold an online meeting once a month during the whole
project duration. In this meeting, among other topics, all the issues and the progress of the
eFSC activities of the eight centre hubs will be discussed.
In order to sustain the hub structure and network developed within the funded project, the
consortium partners agreed to the original plan of hosting the EUFooD-STA centre under the
umbrella of the ISEKI Food Association (IFA), a non-profit organisation active in the area of food
sector related to training and education, after the end of the project. Several of the project
partners are IFA members and already collaborate through IFA for joint trainings initiatives.
Furthermore, the developed hub structure will be maintained by the FooD-STA partners with
the networking and administrative support of the IFA members.
For further information, please see section 6 “Sustainability of the EUFooD-STA centre below as
well as the EUFooD-STA business plan (D2.9).

D2.3 EuFooD-STA local contact hubs

3

2

EuFooD-STA centre hubs´ tasks

Three main general tasks/responsibilities of the 8 centre hubs have been identified as follows:
1. To start a close and permanent contact to national stakeholders (companies of the food
sector, associations and the academia sector).
For a good collaboration, especially with SMEs, it is essential to communicate in the national
language. Centre hubs will disseminate and promote the EuFooD-STA project between
stakeholders at national level in English as well as in their national language to involve
Universities and food companies in the EuFooD-STA Network as new members. New members
of the EuFooD-STA Network will not receive any EU-funding from the project.
They will promote the project with leaflets, posters and/or presentations during national
events where academia sector and/or food industry are involved.

Figure 1. EuFooD-STA centre hubs
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At the end of each project year (M12, M24 and M36), these communication & dissemination
activities will be reported to WP8 (Dissemination & Exploitation) using an excel sheet provided
for that purpose including information about type of activity, event, location, etc.
Concerning the development of dissemination material (posters, leaflets, etc.), task 8.2 (BOKU
and all partners), a general poster and flyer have already been developed by BOKU. Local hubs
will support the translation of these and future dissemination material to promote the project
and to acquire new members. Further discussion on the development of additional
dissemination material will be organized by BOKU.
2. To assist the collection of needs/demand of companies of the food sector in WP1 through
the developed questionnaire.
Using different channels (direct contacts, email, F&D Associations, publication on websites,
social networks, etc.), EuFooD-STA centre hubs will distribute the translated questionnaire to
national companies of food sector. Local hubs will provide UHOH the collected information
translated into English to be included in the continuously monitoring of needs data base.
When possible, especially in case of low response, further personnel or telephone interviews
will be conducted by the local contact hubs. The interviews will be held using the developed
questionnaire.
Each centre hub provided UHOH at least with 20 filled-out questionnaires from national food
companies. The deadline for this task was July 15 of 2015. The results of this first round of
questionnaires will be soon available for EUFooD-STA network at https://www.food-sta.eu/
Since the collection of needs and demand of food companies is an ongoing process, UHOH will
request new feedbacks from additional national food companies during the whole project
duration.
3. To support the update of the mobility database at the EuFooD-STA web platform.
EuFooD-STA centre hubs provide data for internships, short term scientific missions, job offers,
etc. All this information is already included in the mobility database. This will be an ongoing
process during the project. UHOH will contact EuFooD-STA centre hubs regularly requesting
new information concerning mobility to update the database.
In a first approach, each centre hub will provide UHOH with information of internships, STSM
and/or job offers from at least 15 national food companies. A template has been created to
collect the relevant information (annex 1). The deadline for this task was September 30 of
2015. Since many centre hubs have reported the difficulty to receive feedback from contacted
food companies, this deadline has been postponed until February 2016.
During the whole duration of the project, UHOH will request new inputs from the local hubs to
maintain updated the database. After the project, BOKU will be the responsible for its
maintenance.
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EuFooD-STA centre hubs´ websites

To enhance the visibility and impact of the local hubs, dedicated sub pages will be established
for the local EuFooD-STA centre hubs at the EuFooD-STA website (https://www.food-sta.eu/). A
draft example for the FooD-STA Centre Germany is showed in Figure 2.
Each centre hub page will present a general text (functions, objectives) in English and also in
the corresponding National language. To improve the dialogue and collaboration between the
food industry and academia at National level, each page will include contact information
(name, phone and email address), different sections (e.g. news, event, etc.) and
flyer/brochures/videos on different food-related topics for SMEs and students. The relevant
information will be provided in the National language for the stakeholders. The local hubs
pages will be linked to the websites of National Associations and Organizations. New sections
and functionalities will be included to keep the pages attractive and updated during and after
the end of the project.
Two reference persons for each local hub will be nominated as editor to update and modify
directly the content of their corresponding centre hub page.

Figure 2. FooD-STA Centre Germany page
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Responsible persons for the different FooD-STA centre
hubs

The following EUFooD-STA Network members are the responsible persons for the
corresponding local contact hub:
Austria:
Gerhard Schleining (BOKU), gerhard.schleining@boku.ac.at
Julian Drausinger (LVA), julian.drausinger@lva.at
France:
Florence Dubois-Brissonnet (AgroParisTech), florence.dubois@agroparistech.fr
Françoise Gorga (INIA), fgorga@ania.net
Christophe Cotillon (ACTIA), C.COTILLON@actia-asso.eu
Germany:
Susanne Braun (UHOH), s.braun@uni-hohenheim.de
Javier Casado (UHOH), fjcasado@uni-hohenheim.de
Greece:
Fotini Salta (sevt), fotsal@sevt.gr
Vasso Papadimitriou (sevt), vaspap@sevt.gr
Italy:
Paola Pittia (UNITE), ppittia@unite.it
Antonietta Branni (FED), branni@federalimentare.it
Portugal:
Cristina Luisa Silva (UCP), clsilva@porto.ucp.pt
Rui Costa (IPC), rui.cos@netvisao.pt
Spain:
Concha Ávila (FIAB), c.avila@fiab.es
Nuria M. Arribas (FIAB), n.arribas@fiab.es
UK:
Peter Ho (UL), P.Ho@leeds.ac.uk
Joanne Maycock (UL), j.maycock@leeds.ac.uk
Christine Bosch (UL), C.Bosch@leeds.ac.uk
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Update

This update section includes an overview of the implemented tasks and activities of the
different EuFooD-STA local hubs from M12 to M35.
•

EuFooD-STA local hub sub-sites:

Within the EuFooD-STA web platform (https://www.food-sta.eu/efsc_centre_hub), 8 different
sub-sites for the corresponding EuFooD-STA local hubs have been established. These dedicated
sub-sites present a general text (functions, objectives) in English and also in the corresponding
national language. The different local hub sites can be reached by clicking directly on the
corresponding country in the map or by selecting it from the scroll-down menu (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Screenshot of the access of the 8 local hub sites
All local hub sub-sites include the following sections and functionalities:
•

News/event section: with relevant information for food industry and academia at national
level (e.g. news, workshops, conferences, etc.)

•

Dissemination material: EuFooD-STA flyer and poster in the national language to be
downloaded

•

EuFooD-STA video: Video with general information related to the project for dissemination
purposes. This video, developed in WP8 (dissemination), has been translated to the
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different national languages. All videos can be seen in the EuFooD-STA Youtube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-zYsCKACSKx-HfGOfy77YQ/videos)
•

Job offer database: Database with the current job offers in the food sector for the
corresponding country

As example, Figure 4 shows the German local hub sub-site with its different sections and
functionalities. In Figure 5 an overview of the 8 local hub sub-sites is presented.
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Figure 4. German local hub sub-site
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Figure 5. Overview of the 8 local hub sub-sites
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The responsible persons for each EuFooD-STA local hub (see Section 4) have kept updated the
sub-sites by adding regularly new contents, mainly relevant news and events (e.g. workshops,
conferences, etc.) for the national stakeholders (food industry, academia, students,
associations, etc.) and job offers in the food industry and academic sector. In total, more than
25 news and events have been communicated and more than 100 jobs offers have been
published through the local hub sub-sites.
Additionally, the different EuFooD-STA local hubs have supported the mobility database
(https://www.food-sta.eu/mobility-offers) providing information of internships, mainly for
students. In total, more than 30 mobility offers are available in the database. Most of these
mobility offers come from Portugal and Germany.

6

EuFooD-STA hub sustainability concept

As part of the EU-STA centre, the hub network will be sustained under the umbrella of IFA. This
approach was originally foreseen and confirmed by all partners. Within IFA, the established hub
network can be maintained by the support of all partners as well as the administrative and
managerial support of IFA. Besides maintenance, the broad IFA network offers the opportunity
for further extension of the hub network and to establish new hubs in areas not covered within
the frame of the FooD-STA project. Further information on the foreseen structure, the services
offered as well as financial implications can be found in the EUFoo-STA business plan (D2.9).
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Annex 1
EUFooD-STA objective is to establish and provide a required frame for collaborations between the
industry and academic sector to enable the exchange of knowledge, demands, ideas, training and staff.
The students, higher education teachers as well as food industry staff and professionals would clearly
benefit from additional education and need faster access to research results in order to be competitive
in the future. EUFooD-STA is building a database for mobility including internship, short term scientific
missions and a database for job offers. Please, fill out the following form with the relevant information
to make your request available in the EUFooD-STA databases (www.food-sta.eu).
Institutions:
Name
website
Type of institution (company,
University, research institution,
association, etc.)
mobility category/Job category
Food Sector/products
Location, country
Number of Employees
Contact person information (email
address, phone)
Position:
Title
Description and relevant details
(beginning, duration, salary, etc.)
Necessary knowledge skills
Necessary language skills
Additional information
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